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MESSAGE

| am happy to know that ‘Ama Prayas’ is celebrating its 18th Annual Day
during 24-25 December 2025, and to mark this occasion, a Souvenir is being brought
out. My greetings and best wishes to the entire team - patrons, volunteers,

well-wishers and beneficiaries of this inspiring organisation.

Over the years, ‘Ama Prayas’ has made a formidable mark through its
dedicated and self-less service tfowards empowering youth, women and
underprivileged students in Kendrapada, Odisha. Its merit-cum-means scholarship
initiative has been particularly seminal, enabling bright students from poor and
marginalised sections to pursue education with dignity and hope, thus realising their
tfrue potential. Today, ‘Ama Prayas’ has emerged as a beacon of inclusive
development by nurturing talent at the grassroots and addressing the concerns of
educational inequities. Such laudable initiative and committed efforts are crucial in
building a socidlly just and economically empowered society. Organisations like

‘Ama Prayas’, have a credible role to play in realising the vision of a Viksit Odisha.

May the journey and achievements of ‘Ama Prayas’ stand as an inspiration
for other voluntary and community based organisations to demonstrate
commitment and community engagement to bring about meaningful and lasting

socio-economic development.

| wish the 18th Annual Day celebrations of ‘Ama Prayas’ all success.

Y

(Dharmendra Pradhan)
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SURYABANSHI SURAJ : 0674-2536916

MINISTER OF STATE (IND.) - / MoSHES&YSOLL&C
Higher Education, Sports & Youth Services Bhiibaiesviar
Odia Language, Literature & Culture, Odisha Date

Message

I am delighted to know that AMA PRAYAS is celebrating its 18th
Annual Day on 24tk & 25% December 2025, and that a Souvenir is

being published to mark this special occasion.

AMA PRAYAS, a non-government organisation established in
2008 at Kendrapada, Odisha, has been tirelessly serving the people of
the state since its inception. The organisation has remained committed
to empower youth, women, and underprivileged students. Its initiatives
in providing guidance and career counselling, nurturing hidden talents,

promoting art, literature, culture, and sports, are truly commendable.

The organization has played a significant role in nurturing
students’ aspirations by offering merit-cam-means scholarships,
providing study materials, and extending career guidance, thereby

empowering young minds to pursue their dreams.

I extend my heartfelt best wishes to the AMA PRAYAS family.
May the organisation continue to inspire many more individuals and
lead the way in making meaningful contributions to society,
transforming small steps into remarkable milestones in the years
ahead.

_gitaal 25

(Suryabanshi Suraj)

Address. : Res. Office: QR No-6R-2, Unit-VI, Bhubaneswar-751001
Office: Room No.MB-I-006 & 007, Lok Seva Bhawan, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001
e-Mail id.: suryabanshi.suraj@gov.in
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A Note About Ama Prayas by the founder Mr. Dipak Kumar Das
Dear Readers,

Ama Prayas has always been about selfless service and creating opportunities for the
underprivileged. Over the years, we have strived to empower children, youth, and women
through education, career guidance, and cultural engagement. None of this would have been
possible without the dedication of our members and the trust of the communities we serve.

As we look back on our journey from 2008, I am filled with pride and gratitude for all the
milestones we have achieved together. Let us keep this spirit alive and continue our mission of
making a meaningful difference.

With best wishes,
Dipak Kumar Das
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Write-ups (English)

India’s Missing Daughters: The Alarming Story
Behind the Sex Ratio

Dr. Prafulla Kumar Swain
Department of Statistics, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar

India today stands tall as the world’s fastest-growing major economy and the largest democracy.
Yet, behind this impressive economic narrative lies a disturbing social reality. According to the
World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report, India ranks 135th out of 146 countries
overall—and an abysmal 146th in female health and survival. This contradiction between
economic progress and gender justice is starkly reflected in the country’s skewed sex ratio at
birth. Data from the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-21) show that India now
has 1,020 women per 1,000 men, indicating a numerical advantage for women. However, this
figure hides a troubling truth: the sex ratio at birth (SRB) remains critically low at 929 females
per 1,000 males, revealing a persistent preference for sons that begins even before birth.

The situation in Odisha is particularly alarming. NFHS-5 reports the state’s SRB at 894, the
lowest ever recorded and a sharp decline from 932 in NFHS-4. This fall has occurred despite
numerous government initiatives aimed at promoting the welfare of the girl child. Rural— urban
differences further complicate the picture, with urban Odisha reporting an SRB of 950, while
rural areas lag far behind at 885.

Even more unsettling is the spatial pattern across districts. Relatively developed districts such
as Cuttack, Khordha, Puri, and Sundargarh report worse SRB figures than the traditionally
backward southern districts like Koraput, Malkangiri, Nabarangpur, and Nuapada. This
paradox highlights an uncomfortable reality: economic development and education alone do
not eliminate son preference. Instead, greater access to prenatal sexdetection technology in
developed regions has enabled more systematic gender discrimination. In contrast, limited
technological penetration in backward areas has inadvertently led to greater acceptance of
natural births.

Ironically, Odisha’s overall sex ratio appears healthy, improving from 1,036 in NFHS-4 to
1,063 in NFHS-5, largely due to rising female life expectancy. Rural areas even outperform
urban regions in this regard. However, this apparent improvement masks a deeper demographic
crisis. A low SRB today will inevitably translate into distorted age structures tomorrow,
affecting marriage patterns, increasing involuntary bachelorhood, and potentially fueling social
tensions. At the root of this imbalance lies a deeply entrenched patriarchal mindset. Despite
decades of awareness campaigns, daughters continue to be viewed as economic burdens—
largely due to dowry practices—while sons are seen as carriers of lineage and providers of old-
age security. While earlier generations resorted to female infanticide, modern technology has
made sex-selective abortion the more common and concealed practice, even though prenatal
sex determination is illegal under the PCPNDT Act, 1994.
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India accounts for nearly half of the world’s missing female births, primarily due to sexselective
abortions. Research suggests that declining fertility intensifies this bias—a phenomenon known
as the fertility squeeze effect, where families desiring fewer children intervene to ensure the
birth of a son.

The consequences extend beyond demographics. A reduced share of women weakens their
political voice and limits participation in economic and civic life. With female labour force
participation in India still below 20 percent, aspirations of becoming a $5 trillion economy
appear unrealistic if half the population remains marginalised.

The government has introduced several initiatives, including Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, and welfare schemes for vulnerable women. While these are steps
in the right direction, enforcement remains weak. Stronger implementation of the PCPNDT
Act, regulation of ultrasound technology, and accountability mechanisms are urgently needed.
However, laws alone cannot dismantle centuries-old social norms. Sustainable change requires
raising the value of daughters through education, economic empowerment, property rights, and
early gender-sensitisation. As long as Indian society remains predominantly patrilineal and
patrilocal, insecurity around lineage and old-age support will continue to undermine the status
of daughters. Yet, this is not a lost cause. Indian culture has long revered women as symbols of
strength, wisdom, and resilience—from Durga and Rani Lakshmibai to Mother Teresa and the
country’s present leadership. It is time to reclaim this cultural wisdom and move beyond the
illusion of male superiority.

A woman is not a burden; she is the foundation of life itself. India’s demographic balance—
and its future—depends on recognising this truth before it is too late.
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Advantage of being a ‘Netizen’

Dr. Binayak Prasad Pradhan
Lecturer in English

I am a ‘netizen’. My day starts either with dropping a post in Facebook (FB) or a ‘Good
Morning’ message in WhatsApp. That doesn’t suffice simply. I can’t let my post be ignored in
the blizzard of things. As a ‘normie’, I keep on waiting with a lot of enthusiasm for somebody
to comment on. [ am tickled pink on having a ‘like’ or a favourable comment on my post.
Other than this, I too know how to blot someone’s copybook or tarnish the reputation of my
target by vaguely questioning the authenticity of the post. I question, not out of my sheer
interest in the stuff rather just for the sake of dabbling, which is technically called ‘sea-lioning’.
I think it sounds smart to be a ‘troll’ than a ‘lurker’, who hardly appears in the scene and keeps
on observing the things as an inert or passive observer.

A legion of comments by a host of ‘e-quaintances’ gives me the feel of a celebrity and
a different stardom. My seemingly hyper-busy schedule doesn’t let me have a few words with
my near and dear ones. On the other hand, I relish being in touch with my ‘e-quaintances’ who
are bosom friends and more intimate than my kith and kin. Though, I don’t know them
physically, I am drawn towards them and it’s quite difficult to resist that pull.

Having understood the advantage of being well-versed in communication pretty well,
I never leave any stone unturned to have a commendable gift of the gab. I am quite excellent
at articulating my ideas, emotions, feelings etc. in an impressive way in group. Some buzz
words like ‘Selfie’, ‘Groupie’, ‘Usie’, "photobombing’ along with many a shorthand versions
of English have enriched my repository of words and made me an adept in texting or chatting
ever since my entry into the social media platforms. My English is not that redundant or old-
fashioned, it sounds awesome because it’s ‘Weblish’-more trendy, upmarket and peppy.

I never give any heed or damn to those who are inimically critical of this social-media.
Let them go to the hell with their prejudiced and parochial mindset. They are always technically
poor and fail to cope with the prevailing winds of change. I prefer to call them “the specimen
of the dying generation”. I can outsmart and outwit the so-called responsible citizens in a jiffy
as [ am a ‘netizen’.

Being a part of the modern generation, [ wish to be rakish and extrovert by getting along
with the changing trends and latest technology. Once in a blue moon, I take a halt and turn to
those articles and videos, preaching about the dire effects of excessive use of internet and
warning against the cyber-crimes. At times, it seems iffy and pushes me to put restraints before

the things spin out of control. But, being neck-deep in love with the social media and internet,
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I feel it’s not that easy to abstain and hold back. Probably, I have been addicted, but still it goes

on and on.

[The write-up is exclusively meant for those who are inexorably hooked to different
handles of social media. They are at the liberty to decide the fate of the newly formed group of
people called ‘netizens’, who are under the sway of social media and consume their time by
resorting to some trivial and petty matters. The above words never intend to dissuade them
from internet that constitutes the core of our existence in this today’s world. The writer too is
not against the social media by any stretch of imagination. The main apogee is to induce
everyone to turn to its constructive and formative sides. Finding the pros and bowdlerizing or
filtering out the cons of everything around us is the need of the hour. Undoubtedly, by keeping
to social media, we can transcend the distance and get a better space to air our ideas with the
near and dear ones who are far away from us. But, developing obsession for this and

mishandling definitely incurs loss in one or other way. ]
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Distance Between Experiment and Theory

Dhirendra Sahoo

Department of Fiber and Polymer Technology, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, 114 28

Stockholm, Sweden.

A common hope in designing every experiment is that nature will answer our questions.
However, the truth is that nature rarely provides clear answers to scientific inquiries. Instead,
it responds in whispers, hints at predictions, contradicts expectations, and sometimes refuses
to speak at all. A physics experiment isn’t about straightforward facts falling into place; rather,
it involves scientists chasing signals, battling noise, arguing with their instruments, and
convincing each other of their findings.

In 1820, Hans Christian Orsted observed that a compass needle moved each time he turned on
the battery. The experiment wasn’t meant to be a major discovery; it was simply a
demonstration for his students. However, that small twitch of the compass—so slight that many
scientists might have overlooked it as a coincidence-opened the door to understanding
electromagnetism. He hesitated for months before making the announcement, carefully
verifying that the effect wasn’t caused by an illusion from the room, the tools, or his
imagination. Just enough was being pushed back by the world to make itself noticeable.

It is characteristic of modern laboratories that human intention is intertwined with nature's
resistance. lan Hacking observed physicists "ticking" their atoms with laser beams when he
visited cold-atom laboratories in the 1980s. The scientists knew they had successfully trapped
the atoms if the atoms jigged precisely in the right direction. The purpose of this experiment
was more than to observe; it was to provoke thought. It was similar to watching a doctor tap a
patient's knee with a reflex hammer as they observed how nature responded to the
experimenters' pokes. We should trust experiments because this kind of intervention triggers a
response from the rest of the world, which is one of Hacking's key arguments for why we
should do so.

There are times, however, when nature only reveals itself through persistence and argument.
At the Harvard Observatory, Henrietta Swan Leavitt spent exhausting nights cataloguing the
brightness of distant stars during the 1910s. It was discovered that certain stars, known as
Cepheid variables, pulsated in brightness at rates directly correlated with their true luminosity.
It was an astounding discovery, essentially a cosmic ruler capable of measuring the universe.
In spite of this, it took years for the scientific community to become convinced. In addition to
the reexamination of Leavitt's plates, her measurements were calibrated against new telescopes,
and alternative explanations were proposed and rejected. Slowly, the evidence accumulated.
And when Edwin Hubble later used her method to prove the universe was expanding, the world
finally realized how solid her invisible groundwork had been.

While some experiments whisper, others shout-and remain unheard. As early as 1964, Ao
Penzias and Robert Wilson climbed into a radio antenna in New Jersey, believing pigeon
droppings or malfunctioning electronics caused the faint hiss they heard. It took them weeks to
clean, tune, calibrate, and recheck the system. The hiss was not removed by anything. The
physicists at Princeton confirmed that two physicists across the river had predicted such a
signal. In spite of the fact that Penzias and Wilson had discovered cosmic background radiation
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entirely by accident, it took cross-checking, theoretical context, and discussions between
laboratories for anyone to be convinced that it was not a mere coincidence.

Scientists are well aware of the fact that a single experiment may not be sufficient to answer a
particular question. Peter Galison has discovered that an experiment is truly "completed" when
the team is confident that the results will stand up in court, or, in other words, when every
reasonable doubt is removed. Imagine a situation in which 3,000 physicists are attempting to
reach a consensus regarding the existence or non-existence of a new particle. Understandably,
some people place great trust in detailed event images, such as spiral traces in bubble chambers.
Some rely on statistics derived from millions of collisions. It is only when these different
perspectives begin to align that a result can be accepted. The concept of objectivity is not a
single lens in science; rather, it is a mosaic of lenses that are arranged just long enough to
achieve consensus.

Some philosophers argue that even this alignment is influenced by social forces. According to
Harry Collins, who examined disputes over gravitational wave detectors in the 1970s, scientists
disagreed not only on the results but also on what defines a good experiment. Some groups
built a device that claimed to detect signals from space, while others argued that the device was
faulty. Both sides claimed the other's machines were inadequate. This has been called the
"experimenters' regress": you cannot verify a machine works until you see the correct result,
and you cannot be sure the result is correct until you trust the machine. Ultimately, the
community settled the issue not just through logic, but through years of refinement, replication,
and the development of much more sensitive detectors. In 2015, LIGO made the first definitive
detection of gravitational waves - an achievement that reverberated throughout the scientific
community. A debate that lasted forty years finally ended.

The problem of observation persists even after such triumphs. What do we really see when we
look at nature, or do we only see what our theories permit us to see? The first cloud chamber
image of a positron in 1932—a thin track curving the “wrong” way in a magnetic field—might
easily have been dismissed as an artifact. Carl Anderson spent months ruling out defects in the
plate, stray electrons, and measurement errors before accepting that he had photographed a new
particle predicted by theory. In contrast, the discovery of the muon came as a surprise to
everyone. “Who ordered that?” Isidor Rabi joked. In that case, the experiment outpaced the
theory.

Physics lives and breathes by the tension between theory and observation, prediction and
surprise. The purpose of experiments is not simply to confirm our expectations. Occasionally,
they overturn the foundations as well, in addition to leading, misdirecting, contradicting, and
provoking. It is necessary to be both creative and precise, patient and brilliant. Having been
shaped by both the stubbornness of nature and the stubbornness of scientists, they are the
products of both.

Throughout this long dance between experiment and truth, progress emerges gradually,
unevenly, and often unpredictably. Nature can't speak in perfect sentences. Through repeated
calibrations, cross-checks, debates, and the combined ingenuity of thousands of minds,
scientists can interpret whispers. Every great discovery, from the twitch of a compass needle
to the stretching of spacetime, began as an ignored signal. Science is not powerful because it
reveals truth instantly, but rather because it does not cease to listen to what is being said.
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Extracts from Senior Debate Competition: Vikshit Odisha: Prepare or Perish!

In a rapidly transforming world marked by technological acceleration, climate uncertainty, and
shifting economic paradigms, the idea of “development” is no longer static or linear. It is
dynamic, contested, and deeply human. The debate competition on the theme “Vikshit Odisha:
Prepare or Perish” reflected this complexity with remarkable clarity. Far from being a slogan-
driven discussion, the deliberations evolved into a serious intellectual engagement with
Odisha’s past, present, and possible futures. Participants—Ilargely youth—did not merely ask
whether Odisha should be developed. That question, most agreed, is already settled. Instead,
they interrogated how, for whom, and at what cost development should occur. The debate
unfolded as a collective reflection on Odisha’s paradoxes: abundance amid deprivation,
tradition alongside transition, and resilience shadowed by hesitation. What emerged was a
powerful mosaic of ideas that blended economics with ethics, culture with technology, socio-

political and psychological urgency with introspection.

The Central Question: What Does “Vikshit Odisha” Truly Mean?

At the heart of the debate lay a fundamental inquiry: What constitutes a developed Odisha? Is
development measured purely in GDP growth, industrial output, and infrastructure expansion?
Or does it also encompass Odia dignity, cultural pride, moral values, and social cohesion? Some
participants challenged the very premise that Odisha is “underdeveloped.” They argued that if
development is defined only by institutional certificates, income indices, or urban skylines,

then the lived wisdom of farmers, the strength of community bonds, and the sustainability

1 A senior debate competition was organised by Ama Prayas in virtual mode on the above-
mentioned topic. Around 35 participants registered for the competition, out of which
approximately 15 participated actively in the debate. The following article presents a
consolidated summary of the discussions for the readers. The views and facts presented may
not be exact, as this account is drawn from the observations of the participants and the judges.
The judges for the competition were Sushil Kumar Swain, Siba Sankar Sahu, Balkrishna Padhi,
Bikash Kumar Malick, and Binayak Pradhan. This was assisted by Mr Bailochan, Jaydev and
Dhirendra.
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embedded in traditional lifestyles are unfairly discounted. From this perspective, Odisha
already possesses a form of development—rooted in agriculture, family systems, collective

learning, and harmony with nature.

Others countered this view by acknowledging these strengths while cautioning against
romanticizing stagnation. They emphasized that pride in tradition must not become an excuse
for complacency. In a globalized economy, where competitiveness and preparedness define
survival, Odisha cannot afford to remain inward-looking. Thus, “Vikshit Odisha” emerged not
as a binary state—developed or not—but as a process, a continuous journey requiring

conscious preparation at every level of society.
The Paradox of Plenty: Resources Without Prosperity

One of the most forceful strands of the debate revolved around Odisha’s enduring paradox:
Why does a state so rich in natural resources remain economically constrained? Odisha is
endowed with minerals, forests, coastline, fertile land, and cultural capital. Yet, employment
opportunities remain limited, value addition is low, and much of the wealth extracted from the

state benefits regions elsewhere.

Participants pointed to the structural issue of Odisha functioning largely as a raw material
supplier. Iron ore, coal, bauxite, and other resources leave the state with minimal processing,
while industries and employment opportunities flourish outside. This model, they argued,
perpetuates dependency rather than development. The discussion emphasized the urgent need
for value addition, local industrialization, and MSME-driven growth. Strategic locations such
as Paradip and Dhamra were highlighted as potential industrial hubs capable of transforming
the state s economic landscape—provided investments are accompanied by skill development

and local employment guarantees.
Youth, Employment, and the Question of Opportunity

A recurring concern was the future of Odisha’s youth. With a large and growing young
population, the state stands at a demographic crossroads. Youth can either become the greatest
asset or the greatest liability. Participants stressed that unemployment is not merely an
economic issue; it is a social and psychological one. Lack of opportunity breeds frustration,
migration, and disengagement. Several speakers highlighted the imbalance between aspiration
and access—particularly for rural youth who lack exposure, mentorship, and platforms despite

possessing talent and potential.
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The debate called for equal opportunity, not uniformity. Whether in arts or science, agriculture
or technology, every young individual must have the chance to explore their strengths.
Examples were cited of how access to national-level platforms can transform individual

trajectories, reinforcing the argument that opportunity—not just talent—shapes outcomes.
Education Beyond Degrees: From Awareness to Agency

Education emerged as one of the most widely discussed themes, but with a crucial distinction:
participants consistently argued that education must go beyond formal degrees. While
certificates matter in a modern economy, they do not automatically translate into technology,

wisdom, ethics, or innovation.

Speakers emphasized village-level education, foundational literacy, scientific temperament,
and critical thinking. They warned against producing generations that are merely technology
users, dependent on mobile phones and platforms designed elsewhere, rather than technology

creators who innovate and solve local problems.

The discussion also highlighted the disconnect between policy and practice. While reforms like
the National Education Policy aim to modernize learning, their impact depends on grassroots
implementation. A Vikshit Odisha, participants argued, requires education that builds

confidence, curiosity, and civic responsibility—not just employability.
Health, Poverty, and the Non-Linear Nature of Development

A particularly insightful contribution came from participants who framed development as non-
linear. Progress in health, poverty reduction, and climate resilience does not follow a straight
path. Small delays or policy failures can push communities past a tipping point from which

recovery becomes extremely difficult.

Issues such as infant mortality, rural healthcare access, and preventive health were discussed
not merely as service delivery gaps, but as indicators of systemic vulnerability. Poverty, it was
argued, is not only the absence of income but often the result of imposed institutional

constraints—where people gradually lose the belief that effort will lead to improvement.

The idea of “silent perishing” resonated strongly. Perishing does not always arrive with
dramatic collapse; it often manifests as slow erosion of dignity, opportunity, and hope. In such
contexts, even well-designed policies fail unless accompanied by trust-building and

empowerment.
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Governance, Corruption, and Civic Consciousness

Several participants drew attention to governance failures that undermine Odisha’s
development potential. Corruption, inefficiency, and lack of transparency were repeatedly
identified as major obstacles. However, the debate did not treat corruption as merely a

bureaucratic problem; it was framed as a collective moral challenge.

Electoral malpractices, including vote-buying through short-term inducements, were cited as
symptoms of low civic awareness. Participants argued that development cannot be outsourced

entirely to governments; citizens must also act as informed stakeholders.

The call was for a culture of accountability, where ethical governance is reinforced by public
vigilance. Small, conscious actions—voting responsibly, questioning authority, rejecting

greed—were presented as foundational steps toward systemic reform.
Culture, Language, and Identity as Development Assets

Unlike many development discussions that treat culture as peripheral, this debate placed Odia
language and heritage at the core of development. Participants argued that cultural erosion
weakens social cohesion and self-confidence, making societies more vulnerable to external

domination.

References to Odia traditions, historical records like Madala Panji, Paika heritage, and
community values highlighted how cultural memory provides continuity in times of change.
Pride in language and identity was not framed as exclusionary but as empowering—a source

of moral strength and unity.

The concept of “crab mentality,” where individuals pull each other down rather than rise
collectively, was critically examined. Overcoming this mindset, speakers argued, is essential

for nurturing collaboration, innovation, and trust.
Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and the Future Economy

Looking ahead, participants recognized that Odisha’s future cannot be imagined without
engaging with emerging technologies. Artificial intelligence, digital governance, and

innovation-driven sectors were seen as both opportunities and challenges.

The consensus was clear: technology must be adapted, not merely adopted. Without skill

development and ethical frameworks, technological growth can deepen inequality rather than
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reduce it. A Vikshit Odisha must therefore invest simultaneously in infrastructure, human

capital, and regulatory capacity upgradation.
Prepare or Perish: A Call for Continuous Readiness

The phrase “Prepare or Perish” acquired layered meanings during the debate. Preparation was
not limited to exam readiness or skill acquisition; it encompassed mindset, discipline, and
lifelong learning. Strength alone—whether demographic or resource-based—was deemed

insufficient without adaptability.

Perishing, participants noted, is often quiet. It is the gradual normalization of
underachievement, dependency, and loss of agency. Avoiding this fate requires constant

renewal—at individual, institutional, and societal levels.
Towards a Shared Vision of Vikshit Odisha

What ultimately distinguished this debate was its refusal to settle for simplistic narratives.
Odisha’s development was neither portrayed as doomed nor guaranteed. It was presented as

conditional—dependent on choices made today.

A Vikshit Qdisha, as envisioned collectively, would be:

e Economically resilient, with value-added industries and inclusive growth

e Socially just, with equal opportunity and respect for women

e Culturally confident, rooted in language and heritage

e Technologically prepared, yet ethically grounded

e Governed transparently, with active citizen participation

e Most importantly, it would be a society that believes in itself.
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e Conclusion: Development as a Moral and Collective Project

The debate on “Vikshit Odisha: Prepare or Perish” was more than a competition—it was a
mirror held up to society. It revealed anxieties, aspirations, contradictions, and hope. The
participants demonstrated that Odisha’s youth are not indifferent observers but engaged

thinkers capable of nuanced analysis.

Development, as the debate made clear, is not something that happens to a society; it is
something that must be built by it. Preparation, therefore, is not optional. It is a moral

imperative.

Whether Odisha rises to this challenge will depend not on a single policy or project, but on
sustained commitment—by governments, institutions, communities, and individuals alike. The

choice, as the theme reminds us, is stark yet empowering: prepare consciously, or perish quietly.
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English poems
To the Father of My
Child

—Subhadra Priyadarshini

They say a mother’s heart awakens
The moment life begins to grow,
But a father’s love takes root the day

He holds his child and won’t let go.

You rose before the morning sun,
So | could rest a little more,
You cradled him with steady hands,

And rocked him softly to the core.

Before | ever held our boy,
| hoped he’d grow to be like you—
A man who loves with heart and grace,

Who does what'’s kind, and sees it
through.

This Father’s Day, | speak with pride—
For men who parent hand in hand,

For partners who uplift and guide,
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Who quietly, with love, still stand.

In midnight cries and sleepy eyes,
In tiny hands that clutch so tight,
You stood beside me every step,

Through every trial, every night.

You bathed him with the gentlest care,
Prepared his meals with love so true,
In every quiet, giving act—

You showed the strength inside of you.

With every smile and every step,
He learns from what you say and do,
Responsibility, respect,

And how to live a life that’s true.

So thank you, love, for all you give,
For being more than | could say,
Our child will thrive because of you—

Happy, strong, and on his way.



AN ODE TO A.L

Oh! A.l. Our A.l. you grow unbiased, rational and full of empathy.

The rise of Artificial Intelligence,

Espousing a world of cybernetic elegance.

Can the machine think? Can the machine talk?

Now they do, what about the future of work?

The Industrial revolution altered all societal equations,
Facebook became Meta,
Twitter renamed as X

All these to overhaul this technological fruition.

Abridge, OpenAl, Perplexity Al, Sakana Al list is long,

The A.lis solving mystery, writing history and song,

Humans are copying, generating and enjoying the growth.

A.l. is neither good, nor bad, nor ugly,

Dr. Jayadev Parida

It's the person/bot behind and in front of the screen, can make things "fugly".

Algorithm performs in traffic light to social uplift,
But the water machine consumes,

the land A.l. use impact the environment as we speak.

Oh! A.l. our A.l., you grow unbiased,

Help the humanity,

Stop the world from a tech-calamity.
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BHARAT MANDAPAM I

GRIHA

A Landmark in Sustainability »*xx

Proudly Honored with GRIHA 4-Star Rating for Green Excellence

A Navratna CPSE

NBCC (India) Ltd. proudly celebrates the GRIHA 4-Star rating for Bharat Mandapam, recognizing it as a model of sustainable
development. This state-of-the-art facility at Pragati Maidan reflects our unwavering commitment to eco-friendly innovation,
seamlessly combining modern design with environmental responsibility to shape India’s green future.

The award celebrates the project’s excellence in adhering to 31 sustainability criteria, reducing energy consumption,
promoting renewable energy, and fostering a greener urban landscape.

Sustainability Milestones at Bharat Mandapam

Energy Efficiency: oy -
43.5% reduction in energy consumption -@- _‘Ir;f/t:‘g::f;:;::'::‘;in s with Q
through efficient air-conditioning, \E al ‘; MLD STP and Iow-gow fixtures
LED lighting, and star-rated equipments. ‘== . :

=
l [a] |
000
Smart Monitoring: ~—-

Advanced Building Management Systems
(BMS) for efficient resource utilization.

L)
N
Biodiversity Preservation:

Retention of 800+ mature trees and plantation
of 5,000 native trees.

pli

Urhan Greening: JE?E_I/O

Over 20,000 plants added to Delhi’s landscape,
enhancing air quality and aesthetics.

Waste Management: W
On-site treatment of organic waste with

an Organic Waste Converter (OWC). |
iC Renewable Energy:
25% reduction in grid dependency
with 400 KWp solar PV installations.

TTARIRN (SfEan) fafes

(AR WD BT I2H)

NBCC (INDIA) LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)




AMA PRAYASH

(For People)

(Established 2008,
Registration No -1/1620231200002 of 2024)

At- Sribantapur (Palakana), Po- Koro,
Dist.- Kendrapada, Pin-754222
Contact Number: +91-8144948876
WhatsApp Contact: +91-9658373197
Email 1d: amaprayas@outlook.com /
amaprayash@outlook.com




